Apr 16 07 01:31p p.2

IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF GLYNN COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

. ORI ‘ﬁgg
In re: cHlaNin S &Y A
Grayson P. Lane '
Alleged Contemnor. v
In re: Case No.: JUV0600384
Sherri Jefferson
Alleged Contemnor.

AFFIDAVIT OF SHERRI JEFFERSON IN SUPPORT OF MOTION TO RECUSE
JUDGE GEORGE RQUNTREE AND AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF
OPPOSITION TO ALLEGATIONS OF CONTEMPT
AND ORDER TO SHOW -CAUSE

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF GLYNN

Personally, before the undersigned officer, who is duly authorized to administer
oaths, appeared Sherri Jefferson, who after having been duly sworn on oaths says:

My name is Sherri Jefferson. The Brunswick Circuit Defender as its Attorney and
Juvenile Division Chief employs me. The Circuit has employed me since January 2005.

For preliminary matters, this Affidavit is the Affidavit of Sherri Jefferson, herein
after referred to as “Affiant” and is in Support of the Motion to Recuse and, In Support of
Opposition to Allegations of Contempt and An Order to Show Cause. Attached hereto
dre copies, which are annexed as Exhibits of all issues, experienced by Affiant by and
through the Juvenile Court of Glynn County since January 6, 2005. It is very difficult for
Affiant to respond to these allegations of contempt and recusal without being able to
provide the trier of fact, the court and all other parties of interest without a clear
understanding of what she had endured over the past 15 months. In doings so, her goal is
to be as respectful as possible, however, she can no longer endure these practices and
suffer contempt for actions known not to be her fault.

Theé Affiant contents that since January 5, 2005 based on her experienced in the
juvenile court of Glynn County she has been subject to mental, emotional, and
psychological mistreatment. There are too many instances to name and she has tried, for

/ sake of time, to put some of them into this affidavit in support of her experiences.
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Affiant respectfully denies every allegation contained in the Notice of Contempt
and Order to Show Cause and, hereinafter set forth the reasons why Judge George
Rountree must be recused from presiding over these hearings and why the Notice of
Contempt and Order to Show Cause must be dismissed. Further, Affiant says that this
matter was addressed on the Record, before Judge Rountree on Thursday, April 13, 2006
and a meeting with héld with Grayson P. Lane where he addressed these matters on
Monday, April 17, 2006. He left the meeting believing that everything was resolved. On
May 2 at 5 p.m. we were served with a copy of these pleadings by our office
administrator, we were in trial in Superior Court for M. Walls.

1.

On Monday, April 10, 2006, Affiant was scheduled to appear before the
Honorable Stephen Scarlett to address numerous cases on his trial caleridar. Affiant
arrived at the courthouse and immediately began communicating with clients scheduled to
enter pleas. In addition, affiant also reviewed cases belonging to other colleagues who
were in attendance in other courtrooms. Three Superior Court calendars were on going at
the same time on Monday, April 10, 2006: Honorable Tuten, Honorable Williams, arid
Honorable Scarlett as noted above.

2.

During calendar call, Mr. Grayson P. Lane, Chief Circuit Defender, advised the
court that hie received several calls over the weekend that children were arrested and
believed without difinetiveness that we had court at or around 1 p.m. or 1:30 pm and, he
wanted te make susre that the Court knéw that I may have to leave to address those
matters. I immediately went over to Mr. Lane and asked him about the specific time and if
those arrest were our clients who had qualified for services. We were not aware if either
of the two arrested had qualified for services. This information is expected to be provided
to me by our office administrator, Denise Kelly or Debbie Jones. Notwithstanding, in an
effort to make sure, if either person qualified for and would be represented by me, that I
would be available to do so. So I immediately asked Honorable Scarlett if he could move
some of my afternoon cases to the morning because they were jail cases. In the interim, I
awaited word from our office to assure if either of the calls from the weekend were
represented by our office. Neither Denise Kelley or Debbie Jones contacted me to advise
that Thad a 1 o’clock or 1:30 p.m. calendar. calendar. I did not file a Notice of
Appearance for any of those cases. Furthermore, our office Administrators did contact
the Court, the Honorable Scarlett to advice that I had a client who called to say he would
be late. I received a note on that wise. Notwithstanding that call, I was never advised of
any hearing or that they were informed that either parent qualified their children for legal
services.

3.
I continued trial calendar before the Honorable Scarlett and left his courtroom

three times to enter Honorable Williams where I spoke with probation officer Jeff Egan
about D. Spaulding case and then entered Honorable Tuten’s court to give stdtus

2[15
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information to counsel about X. Frazier case. Iimmediately returned to the Honorable
Scarlett and entered pleas until break at or around 12:20 p.m. I conversed with several
clients about the afternoon calendar and discussed possible trial information with M. Walls
because she rejected her plea offer. My clients were already aware of their plea offers;
‘however, I always communicate with the ADA to determine if something has or can
change about an offer, preferably securing a reduced term, etc. After handing out other
plea petitions for review, subject to my going over, I advised that I would return after
juvenile court to address those matters around 3 p.m. I left the courthouse and returned at
1:15, still no call from my office about juvenile court, etc. At all times, the office could
have contacted myself or any other attorney in the office to give us notice about the court
hearings, no one advised me of anything, I immediately began reviewing plea petitions
and “inked” as many clients as possible for me and my coll¢agues.

4.

At 1:47 p.m., 1 left the courtroom enroute to the Fuvenile Court. I stopped on the
steps of the courthouse, very briefly, to remind a client to attend before Honorable
Scarlett for the 2 p.m. calendar call. I arrived at juvenile court at exactly 1:57 p.m. and
went to sit by the reception area where we are mandated by Order of the Court to remain,
since Mr. Lane and I are prohibited, unlike any other lawyer or member of law
enforcement in town, from entering the courtroom during cases. Mr. Phil Corbitt came
around from the side by the courtroom and addressed me about the matter of S. Culyver.
I stood up by the side doer of the courtroom and explained that I was just coming over
from a hectic schedule Superior Coutt, that we were on break and I am trying to be here
for the two o/clock calendar, Mr. Corbitt immediately topk issue with my presence and
literally tried to scold me when I said to Mr. Corbitt, I cannot negate superior court for
juvenile court when I do not have any cases known to me for representation, and superior
court trial calendars have precedent over juvenile cases. At that point, I was told to wait
to enter the courtroom.

 Your office has contacted the court on all other occasions if we have a case here
and I am unaware of any case that was scheduled before 2 p.m. He said our office was
called oni Friday, I advised him that I was at the jail until after 6 p.m. on Friday preparing
for this trial calendar and was unaware of any communications about a case for today
before the regular scheduled time of 2 p.m. Further, that no one from my office said that
either persons whom he mentioned, came to qualify for services. Iimmediately completed
the case of S. Cuylver and asked the court to be excused to return to Honorable Scarlett’s
courtroom where I remained pleaing cases until late that evening, after 6 p.m.

5.

Lastly, I confirmed that neither Taylor Shouse nor Nicholas Stotridge qualified for
our services and no attempt was made by either of them to seek our legal representation
and the court was well aware of this information on Monday, April 10, 2006. Further, it is
apparent that neither of them, who were present in the courthouse upon my arrival,
requested to await legal representation before preceeding with their cases. Although the
court attached a calendar bearing eight cases to its Notice of Contempt, at no time was

Wie
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that calendar ever made available to the office of the Public Defender, and further, we did
not represent anyone on that calendar on that day.

6.

On April 13, 2006, Affiant was in Magistrate Court before the Honorable Tim
Barton conducting her routinely scheduled Preliminary Hearings. There were twenty-
seven cases on calendar including a murder case, vehicular homicide case, and a three-
count aggravated assault involving a woman who is paralyzed from the incident and
whose children were injured.

7.

At exactly 12:28 p.m. on April 13, 2006, Affiant asked the Clerk of Court to
contact thie Office of the Public Defender to advise that someone néeds to be in the
Juvenile Court for coverage of the afternoon cases. The Clerk spoke with our office and I
confirmed that she did. I was told by my office juvenile court would be covered. In
addition, a representation from the court spoke with the juvenile court and advised the
court that I was in court and that I would be available as soon as calendar was completed.
Further, our office spoke with Phil Corbitt and advised him of the same. I arrived at court
at around 1:58 p.m. and was approached in the parking lot by Officer Tom Toscitti who
told me he was ordered by the Court to bring me in the Court.

T advised him that I was shocked by what was happening because 1 thought T was
relieving one of our attorneys who I referenced by name. He said that person had not
shown up and 1 said, are you sure. He said yes. I-was brought into the courthouse by the
Deputy Sheriff and taken pass all of our clients, etc. When I arrived, court was in session
under Attorney Tucker and I had to wait an hour. He had been in there before our cases
were scheduled for hearing so there was no interference with the administration of the
court. 1moved all of our cases. Iwas asked on the record to explain what occurred and T
did. Furthermore, counsel from our office, Attorney Atwood addressed the couit on the
same manner advising that we were advised that the court was covered. Upon completing
my cases, I was excused without incident.

8.

limmediately addressed this mishap with my Chief. Denise Kelly our office
Administrator assured me in person that the court was coveréd, and T merely thought I
was going over to relieve an attorney from coverage, not be subject to contempt for failing
to appear. However, at all times, the Court was aware of my whereabouts and he was
aware that Denise Kelley told us that the Court was covered. Still, he filed for a Notice of
Contempt against me for failing to appear.

9.

I would not be subject to these contempt notices if I was allowed to qualify
prospective clients in accordance with our policies and Georgia law as prescribed under §

Jlig
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17-12. Ihave done my best to and have fulfilled any order of this court. However, these
Orders of Appointment which are not recived directly by me, require the impossible to be
performed and punishes me if a parent does not qualify his or her child for services. I have
been held in contempt for these same practices in the past where our office does not
represent children and we are forced to represent them whether they qualify or not.

In an effort to avoid the contempt and threats of the court, I have fully cooperated
with the orders of the Court, even though they appear to be contrary to Georgia law
(OCGA 17-12-1, §17-12-5, §17-12-6, §17-12-8, and §17-12- 23 and Georgia Public
Defenders Standard Council guidelines and procedures.

The orders of the Court force us to represent clients who do not come info our
office to qualify for services; or clients who fail to qualify their children. Under this
court’s “default” rule, if they do not come, then they are automatically qualified. 1 have
been admonished by parents for calling their home to solicit the services of the public
defender as well as by private attorneys. I am unaware that we ever agreed to any default
rule that T am now told was imposed upon our office. .

In addition, most of the detentions are not necessary as the child come before the
court in most instances prior to arrest and decisions could be made to conditional release
non-violent and misdemeanor offenses until they get an attorney. I cannot force clients to
have attorneys; we cannot qualify people who do not meet financial guidelines as set forth.
We cannot force parents to come in and qualify their children. Rather than holding me in
‘contempt, I do not understand why an Order is not issued against the parents for failing to
contact our office for services. It is impossible for me to be in superior on a Monday
motning and assume who wants or qualifies for our services. For that I was relying on our
office Administrator. However, I did not receive any confirmation of any court hearing
for me between those times and arrived at court prepared to handle all cases set for the
regular 2 p.m. calendar.

As recent as Friday, April 28, 2006, in the matter of D. Reyriolds, we received
notice at almost 12 noon about a one o’clock hearing. The father, alone made $48,000.00
per year as a System Engineer for Glynn County Police Department. They did not qualify
for services. However, because of the preference given to certain people, we are ordered
to appear for this child with less than an hour to prepare for court. The child was facing 4
designated felony offense. He could have been held for the 72 hr. period. However, he
was not because the Court demanded a hearing immediately and issued a conditional
release with no adjudication hearing to be scheduled on the child.

I am subject to representing every child in town regardless of iricome if they do not
qualify for services. I have represented children from St. Simons Island whose parents
have more than enough money o hire private counsel, In the matter of R.F. to name a
few. This case afforded a child charged with dealing drugs of multiple portions, whose
parents live in a gated home in the East Beach area to receive about five (5) court
appearances at the expense of our office. Furthermore, Counsel was called into the
Jjudge’s chambers to determine if the Department of Juvenile Justice would accept this
child into their drug treatment program to ayoid the family having to pay for their own.
DJJ said no. The family paid in excess of $6,000.00 in cash for a 28-day program for their

s/is
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son and he received probation for dealing drugs. He had priors.

Another St. Simon case involved E.P. In that case, the court officer wanted our
office to represent the child so that he could get a psychological evaluation at the State’s
expense via Dr. Kessler while housed in Waycross. Upon getting the evaluation, they said
they did not need our services and the charges were dismissed upon my questioning them
about their practices and what had occurred.

In the matter of B. H., we were told to represent him in a dispute that involved a
theft on SSI. We were told to represent JC from North Glynn, who would not have
otherwise qualified for services. His family was ordered to pay almost two thousand in
restitution despite two burglaries and priors. He was re-arrested on drug sell charge and
we had to represent him in that case as well.

10.

So many of these cases can be handled by the private sector and could avoid
problems with the court if our office wére allowed to properly and timely qualify these
individuals for legal services. The court knows as soon these children ate arrest during the
week and detained that they will need an attorney. We have availed ourselves to be called
after hours; Mr. Lane receives calls every hour on the hour. This gives us notice of an
arrest; it does not determine qualifying status of the arrestee, Furthermore, we have asked
the court to keep our qualifying paperwork in their lobby with our cards in order that the
parent can complete it and return to our office for immediate processing. They have
refased. They have refused to keep a flier about our services or a card on their property.

I am not part of the problem with appearing, we do not have a problem appearing. The
problem is that the court only wants attorneys for selected cases.

1L

The notice process was due to numerous complaints from the community that their
children were subject to detention without parental notice or appearance of any offense.
The court was operating on “open orders” where the children were subject to immediate
detention based on the allegations of violation of probation. The majority of these
offenses did not and would not otherwise warrant detention under the new senate bill SB
134 or the old standards for misdemeanor offenses. Asa result, we requested to be
notified of when our clients wete being hauled off to jail to serve time. In addition, clients
were complaining that they wete subject to forced admissions, so we requested to be
present. We are diligerit in appearing at court, at all time. In fact, the court moves and
changes its calendars on such short notice that we are not aware of all proceedings as
noted in the recent case of H.C,

12.
In the case of H.C., the Court admonished on the record in front of my clients, law

enforcement and witness, subjecting me to ridicule, embarrassment and humiliation about
requesting a continuance for a case that they changed on the schedule at the last minute.

bl1s
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We were given notice for March 30, 2006 not, March 23, 2006. Without notice, they
changed it the week of the hearing and the parent received notice the day before. We
never received notice.

13.

Further, in the matter of L.G. I was admonished for filing a Notice of Appearance
by the Court and told that if I file Notice of Appearances for cases involving informal
adjustments that the court would proceed with regular trials. The protocol is to file a
Notice of Appearance upon qualifying the child for services. Well, [ did so. ThenI was
told that I was in error for doing so. I cannot win in dealing with this Court. My presence
is not welcomed at all and has never been since day one — January 2005.

13.

On January 3, 2005, I met Judge Rountree. He was standing in front of Ms. Ferris
office making sure that I would not have access to any area beyond that point. He did not
extend his hand to meet me. He was wearing his robe, black pants and black shoes. He
nodded his head.

On January 6, 2005, I had three cases on their calendar: MM, MT, and RR. 1
worked all three cases without any contact made from the bench in my direction by the
judge. From January 6 — 11, 2006, I requested to meet with, introduce niyself, and speak
with all of juvenile judges in my circuit to develop a working relationship, to understand
how they proceeded on issues and how our indigence program could aid their courts. On
January 10, 2005, Y worked the cases of JP and PA before Judge Rountree with nio
mention of the request and, still no eye contact from the bench in my direction.

By January 12, 2005, 1 had the pleasure of meeting with all other judges in my
circuit except for Judge Smith due to his schedule. Judge Rountree never obliged me with
a meeting, A judge told me to reduce the meeting to writing and serve each of them with a
copy, as noted, I did that. See Exhibit .

On January 13, 2005, T had court before Judge Rountree and it has been like hell
ever since. In the matter of DB, the family was told that I engaged in ineffective counsel
for failing to negotiate a plea. However, the family niade it clear that they heard me
begging the ADA, Mr. Aspinwall for a deal for their son and could not understand why
they would suggest that I did not properly represent him. He lived in North Glynn and
had a sale of drug charge, about 4 Ibs of marijuana. It was reduced to a misdemeanor
after this issue was raised and defended. He received probation. See attached thank you
from their family. Exhibit D.

14.
Early on, [ noticed and commented during disposition hearings for the same

sentencing for all of the children regardless of their background or locale within the
county. By Feb 2005, T was told to watch a video performed by Judge Rountree that he

~lIs
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shows all students in school. He is in 2 robe and is at the bench. In the video, he address
students, not present in the courtroom, about his stance concerning school behavior and
the difference in school when he attended the Glynn County Schools and the School
System today. He cautions the children not to appear before him on any school related
matter. Well, by Feb. 9, 2003, I represented N.D. who was charged with “Disrupting a
Public School” this offense did not involved a fight, simple assault, simple battery or
disorderly conduct. The child merely spoke back to the teacher. After trial, she sentenced
to 24 months to DJJ and received 8 menths to serve in an YDC upon Order of Re-
Commimentent through the Department of Juvenile Justice and the Coust.

1 was informed by people in his staff that he had begun to keep a “file” on me and
did nt want me practicing before his court and he was doing everything to have me
removed. Well, shortly thereafter, I was told that I could not go in his.court to practice
and was being subject to conterpt due to my representation of N.D. Mr. Lane was forced
to sit and listen to hours of recorded trial records, did not find any wrongdoing, and could
not substantiate the demands of the judge.

1 remained out of his court until on or about March 24, 2005 wherein I would
handle cases with Grayson Lane present in the court. Thereafter, we began to receive
very few cases and learned from parerits that their children were denied legal
representation; forced to admit to offenses; or, detained without a hearing or attorney for
probation violation,

15.

During this same period (Feb. — March 2005), I was addressing the practices of the
Department of Juvenile Justice and its adverse affects on our clients. See Exhibit D. This
information made its way back to the judge.

By April 14, 2005, I had a case involving W.B., a possession of marijuana and
cocaine charge. I requested a GBI test on the results of the alleged cocaine. The court
was upset with me citing that the child had already admitted. However, based on
statements by the child and effective legal representation, it was my duty to make sure that
the child was in possession of cocaine: I requested a continuance pending the result for
him and another child, A W. The results revealed that orie of them was not in possession
of cocaine. The court officer was angry with me for the delay and told the parent that
they delay was my fault and that the child could merely admit. The court denied placing
W.B. in a drug treatment program; he received credit for time in the detention.

16.

By mid April, our office was in full swing and requiring that everyone qualify in
writing for services, etc. However, the Court continued to give us cases where qualifying
did not occur. This was inexcusable since our office was located upstairs from the
courthouse. In the matter of R B. his parents worked for the County. I continued to tell
the court that we could not represent them until they qualified; finally, they appointed their

g[S
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own lawyer to represent the family. On April 20, 2005, J.C. did not qualify for services
and the same experience occurred, we were forced to represent them. They live ina
subdivision in North Glynn County and the child faced two counts of burglary. (He
received probation even though he had priors.)

17.

On May 5, 2005, Counsel hiad a disposition hearing for a St Simon case, R.F. for
drug dealing. He received probation, and yes, he had priors. His family paid $6,000.00
for a treatment program. Later, the child violated probation and I was prohibited from
being involved with his case at that time. By May 6, 2005, I responded to the
mistreatment of many of our children in DJJ custody who were sentenced by the court.
R.S is an indigerit child who lives in a trailer park community. He was sentenced to serve
time in YDC. He was beaten and I requested that he be moved to another location where
he would not be prey. Idid the same for another child from the rural area in the county.
See Exhibit E. By May 12, 2005, Judge Rountree issued a multiple page complaint
concerning me. Further, the complaint addressed what I call a brutal beaten sustained by a
young, girl who weighed less than 100 Ibs and stood less than five feet tall, if at all. While
in the court I witnessed several officers place this unarmed child in a hog, tie, and body
slam her to the ground.

From that day forth, I have been prohibited from entering the courthouse through
certain doors, forced to go to the restroom by having to exit the street way to ré-enter the
building through the outside entrance, forced to continue to use the public access,
prohibited from speaking with children detained in their cells. Prohibited from sitting in
the courtroom like other court personnel while cases are in session, etc. Newly
constructed security doors were placed throughout the courthouse which also prohibit me
from having access to court personnel regarding my caseload and which create delays in
getting cases logged into the system. E-1

On or about May 6, 2005, we also addresséd the court with complaints of failure
to provide legal representation and issues pertaining to detaining child who are alleged to
be in violation of probation without counsel. On or about May 12, 2005, the court wrote
a letter making allegations about me. Both Grayson Lane and 1 responded, immediately to
the letter. In addition to our responding to these concerns, we also addressed a matter
that occurréd in May 2005 that invelved DJJ and the court. On May 26, 2005, we sent a
letter to Judge Rountree concerning the conditions suffered by our clients while in
custody. See Exhibit E -2,

18.

By June 2005, I had the case of C.S., a child charged with Theft by Receiving
Stolen Property in which the judge said on the record, a child from his neighbor should
have known that the car in question was stolen because they do not have those vehicles,
paraphrasing. In an effort to effectively represent my client given the factual basis and
legal issues at hand, an investigator and I went into that community, took pictures of

9/15
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vehicles, and provided the Court with the same. Counsel also tried to work with the
Court in order to get the child approved for Job Corp or Youth Challenge since the court
officer told the child to drop out of school. See Exhibit F

This case was unique for me because for some unknown reasoi, I could not get
the cooperation of the contracted Job Corp. admission clerk who had initially said she
would work with us to belp the child. Especially, since I had been dealing with the
Department of Labor for another client without incident and she was placed immediately
in a program regardless of her history with the courts: I later learned that the judge
specifically requested a letter of complaint from job corp. upon calling the admission clérk
and provided Job Corp with GPDSC information concerning me. In fact, in a January
2006 correspondence the judge attempt to assert that our office has burned bridges with
these agencies, however, he has solicited letters of complaints from anyone who alleged
problems concerning me and instigates many issues that are tiot problematic. Since last
year, I have been asked to speak at Job Corp.

Believing his comments to be true, 1 ignored their request. Well, this year, again, I
was asked, and I accepted the offer and spoke on Feb 7, 2006. 1 spoke by invitation to
over 350 students, staff, and faculty, so it is amazing that thie judge is asserting that I have
burned bridges. If any bridges are burned its due to the judge contacting people at local
schools, DXJ, DFCS and other places and requesting if any individual has problems or
escalating issues that are buried.

19.

By the close of June 2005, I filed an appeal in the matter of C.S. The first appeal
regarding a ruling of this court. Since this time, I have four (4) cases on appeal. The
child” prabation was extended for the second time to make him pay restitution. He is an
indigent and cannot afford to pay. 1believed that the court did not follow the proper
protocol under § 17-14-10 and argued that extension of probation is for rehabilitation and
treatment as prescribed by the code and not punishment to force a poor child to pay
money that he does not have or have the ability to get. Especially since his coirt
probation officer, Edward Reilly told the child to drop out of school.

On or about Friday, July 1, 2005, the judge held a private meeting with two local
heads of DJJ. During the meeting, they discussed filing complaints against me and my
handling of DJJ including C.S and K.J.and court cases involving their office. The case
expeditor and the regional administrator also discussed the nurber of cases to be
comumitted and the newly enacted Graduated Sanctions Program as a way to avoid the
public defender having to deal with DT or the court, as alleged.

During this time, the court sent his letter of May 12, 2005 to the Georgia Council
of Juvenile Judges and attempted to assert that Mr. Lane had never responded to his
complaints. Mr. Lane provided Mike Mears of GPDSC with the lettér as well as
supporting information.

20.
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By July 2005, T continued to represent clients before the court, and continued to be
notified of cases where our clients were complaining about denial of legal representation
for hearings and forced admission when on or about July 7 2005 we were advised that a
14-year-old child be told to admit to the-commission of Aggravated Battery. The case of
B.W came before the court on or about July 7, 2005 for a détention hearing. During the
hearing, Judge Rountree s#id at least 6 times that he had not “prejudged the case.” See
Attached Transcripts — Exhibit G. All of these statements were made without
provocation. ‘

On July 13, 2005, X filed a Motion to Dismiss, never asserting or even implying
that Judge Rountree prejudged the case. Exhibit H

On July 21, 2005, Judge Rountree issued an Order Denying the Motion citing that
he did not prejudge the case. Again, no one ever implied that he had prejudged the case.
Exhibit L

From July 21¢ — July 227, 2005 a heating was held on the matter of Discovery and
Adjudication. Throughiout these proceedings, Judge Rountree again said he had not
prejudged the case. See Transcripts and Exhibit J.

By the close of trial, I respectfully reminded the court that while he said that he
had not prejudged the case it appeared that he had. Further, that his denial to allow me to
proceed with my representation without interruptions of him questioning witnesses that I
was attempting to impeach, without him giving them information for recollection that they
never requested, without him telling witnesses that their statements had changed from
prior comments, the court had grossly interfered with the manner in which I could proceed
to afford my client with effective representation. I preserved the record. Exhibit K.

By August 9, 2005, I learned that his cousin’s wife was present in the courtroom
when I made the comment. On August 15, 2005, I was served with a Notice of Contempt
and Order to Show Cause. The charge of aggravated battery is a designated felon, which
results in five year restricted custody as per OCGA 15-11-63. Following my case, my
client was not “DF” and was sentenced to a two-year commitment to the Department of
Juvenile Justice.

The Contempt hearing for this matter was held on February 14, 2006. Judge
Rountree did not include the entire transcripts with his attachments in his Natice or Order
to Show Cause. In fact, he removed any information that would have been favorable to
me in establishing that he never advised of any wrongdoing on the record, never gave any
warnings, never made any statements concerning those comments, and further did not
allow the juvenile judges to réview the transcripts to establish that throughout the six day
period he continued to make comments and perform acts that warrants preserving the
record. At all time the transcripts were on file with the court.

21
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On August 3, 2005, I furnished all of the juvenile judges within our circuit, district
attorney, law enforcement and school officials with a copy of the “Cooperative
Agreentent” of Clayton County which helps prevent school arrest unless seriously
warranted due to the overwhelming number of children faced with suspension from school
and arrest and detention for school related offense which could be dealt with by school

administrators. See Exhibit

On August 17 - 19, 2005, I participated in a conference with the Department of
Human Resources, Juvenile Judges, and Office of Child Advacate. On Angust 24, 2005, T
participated and spoke before the Juvenile Re-Write Committee and had provided them
with an 11-page document, plan of action for re<writing the code section. I cited that plan
before the committee on August 24, 2005,

Upon returning to court, comments weére made by both the judge and W. Frank
Aspinwall implying persons getting involved in affairs of others, and both persons were
very hostile in their commentary.

1 represented a child with behavioral problems who was committed to the DJJ.
W.H. came before Judge Rountree on a sexual offense. This child was in need of
treatment in a sexual oriented program. He was re-committed by the court to DIJ,
however, the child never received the treatment from eifher source for help with his
alleged problem. I contactéd DJJ as suggested by the court and on September 20, 2005
received a correspondence from Albert Murray, Commissioner of DT that action would
be taken to ensure that this child received the services that he needed. Exhibit M

During this period, reports were made to me from parents that their children were
being detained without & hearing by DIJ based on their graduate sanctions program. I
immediately contacted Albert Murray on September 14, 2005 and sent the same to the
juvenile re-write committee advising them of these problems. The ten-page document was
also sent to GPDSC stressing that the provision must be in compliance with the juvenile
Jjudges and not at the discretion of DIJ. [was told by DIJ that the juvenile court knew
that they were housing these children and holding these hearings. Therefore, I inquired of
the court.

22,

By September 12, 2005, I was representing L. E., a fifteen-year-old child who had
been DF by the prior judge. During her hearing, the judge had information that as defense
counsel, as I was not privy to so I inquired of the same. In addition, I requested to have a
forensic evaluation for this child to address riental health problems, By this stage, I
realized that the court was still engaged in on-going communications with the DIJ about
disposition recommendation for our cases, and that we were not informed of DJJ's
decisions to detain our clients. We were not advised of recommendations made by DIJ
regarding detention of our clients or allowed to cross-examine DIJ about their request
without the court interfering with the process. 1 believe that as long as the state and the
court received this information, that our office was equally entitled to the same. Well, the
court did not respond favorably to my Tequest.
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23.

By October 11, 2005, I was held in contempt on the matter occurred about nine
(9) days earlier.

Our office was told to represent a child who did not qualify for services and who
never came to qualify for services. We were forced to represent this child months prior
without following the répresentation guidelines set forth by the State and the code § 17-
12-1 through 23. The court was advised by telephone and confirmed in writing that T was
not the attorney of record for the child. See Exhibit N

Despite the court having a written letter from me and a response by its own court
administrator, he still held me in contempt nine days Jater. See Exhibit O

On October 5, 2005, I wrote the court a letter and attached the letter of October 4
to it and he attached that letter to his Notice of Contempt. Thus, it is clear that he was
aware that we did not represent the client and thus, did not have to appear on October 4,
2005 for the hearing. Still, he issued a Notice of Contempt and whited out the portion
where his court administrator responded. Exhibit P

Further, on October 6, 2005 the court was afforded the opportunity to address this
matter and in its own words said that it agreed with me that just because you represent a
client once, it does not mean you represent them for life. In addition, he was advised that
the child did not see our legal services, we did not represent the child, the child was
already held by the court more than 72 hours before the court came to address his legal
representation, the child was inside of the court on September 29, 2005 when M. Taylor
and I were in the court on another matter and no one told us to represent the child.
Furthermore, that a letter was sent on October 4 and a response was provided by his court
administrator confirming our non-appearance. - See Exhibit Q.

Still, on or about October 11, 2005, he held me in contempt or gave notice of
contempt.

Judge Rountree attached those exhibits as E 1, E2, and D. His exhibit D is
deleted.

Furthermore, § 15-19-9 hold lawyers in contempt for representing persons unless
employed the same principles apply herein. Thisis forced representation of people who
do not want, do not qualify, or wish to hire private counsel and not our services. We are
denied the opportunity to get their responses.

24 :

By November 4, I moved for the resucal of Judge Rountree in the matter of G.S.,
he forced me to enter a plea with the child who I told the court maintained his innocence.
The child is only 12 years old; my failure to do so will place the child at the mercy of the
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court. See Exhibit R and hear the attached recording,

25.

I was on leave of ¢court From December 19 — January 3, 2006 when I was
threatened with conternpt action for failure of a client to get her child 1o see a
psychologist. W. M. The court was well aware that I was on leave. Furthermore, in the
same case, the court encourage the social worker/teacher at Coastal Academy to write a
letter of complaint one month after she called my office and cc hin a copy of the letter.
The letter was full of false allegations about a three- minute conversation where she
wanted to advice counsel that she filed petitions with the juvenile court and told the
psychologist in Savannah about the child’s behavior. At no time did she ever request a fax
number as she advised the court in her letter a month Jater; or, discuss her concerns about
any suicide attempts by this child as she advised Mr. Lane a month earlier. Her letter was
solely an attempt to involve the court in a non-judicial matter and per his request maintdin
a filing of the same. Her letter is dated the same day that the case was faxed to our office
from the court and scheduled for calendar. Furthermore; her call was not placed from the
school according to the caller ID.

I filed Habeas Corpus to address children from Glynn County who were illegally
detained. The Ware County Court granted a release of A.P., and Enjoined the
Department of Juvenile Justice on this case. This court was placed on notice of this
matter before counsel filed any pleadings. However, there have been communications
with DJJ about my filings.

26

Throughout the last fifteen months, T have suffered mental, emotional, and
psychological mistreatment by this court. The judge has made out of court, in-court and
on the record comments made to harass, intimidate, humiliate, and embarrass me before
my clients, law enforcemient, and court personnel without justification.

I have endured court officers address me without any respect in the presence of the
court including but not limited to clerk of court, court administrator, and prabation
officers. In the presence of members of law enforcement and others, the clerk of court
used profanity and dropped a document on the floor for me to pick up. I have been yelled
at by the court on numerous matters, on the record, with such hostility and disregard for
human dignity, of most recent: October 6, 2005, January 26, 2006, March 23, 2006, and
April 13, 2006. On all occasions, I have not been at fault for any wrongdoing and the
court knows such to be true. I am supposed to preserve the record for all court
proceedings. We each have a role to play in the administration of justice and my role as
defense counsel is not respected. I have filed numerous motions with the court, none of
which required the State to respond on the record or in-writing. All denials are based on
research and decisions by the court. Discovery rules are abolished. Objections are raised
by the court on behalf of the State more than the State having to object to any rules of
evidence. Disparity in sentencing is present between locale and school districts of the
children, and the manner in which counsel can defend ¢ertain children over others is
challenged by the court with vigor. Closing argument for cases that have several
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witnesses and where the children are faced with serious offenses is limited to five minutes.
When the State fails to meet its burden, the court finds another charge to adjudicate the
child delinquent of without a request to charge by the State, or supporting factual basis,
anything for defense counsel to lose a case for a clild. Most times, I am on pins and
needles, and all I am trying to do is peiform my defensive, advocacy duties. Iama
defense counsel.

The court has allowed W. Frank Aspinwall, A.D.A, to talk to me in any way and
make cruel remarks when I am speaking, arrive at court late without any admonishment.
Everyone in the court has a key to have access to the side door for the restroom and I am
forced to walk to an outside, public entrance. Iam kept out of the couriroom when other
private practitioners of law, law enforcement and others are granted access to wait until
their cases are heard. Iam limited in my scope of corthouse access when others are not.

The hate is so apparent that others have commented to me on that wise.

WHEREFORE, it is apparent from the afore-mention that based on these matters
that the court could not and would not be impartial, fair, and neutral in its dealings with
me and I request for Rescusal and Dismissal of this action.

to and sﬁbﬁ::ibed before me

On is 14* day of May, 2006
CH’0~[:‘VWW1_M

NOTARY PUBLIC

CONSTANCE A. FRY

NOTA
Y,GEORGIA §
GLYNN COUNTY,
Commission Expires: i
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IN THE JUVENILE COURT FOR GLYNN COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

In Re: H CASE NO. JUV0600385
CASE NO. JuV0600404

Grayson P. Lane,

Alleged Contemnor.

In Re: & CASE NO. JUV0600384
CASE NO. JUV0600405

Sherri Jefferson,

Alleged Contemnor,

AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF GLYNN

Personally, before the undersigned officer who is duly authorized to admin
oaths, appeared GRAYSON P. LANE, who, after having been duly sworn on oath says:

1.

My name is Grayson P. Lane and | am the Circuit Public Defender for the
Brunswick Judicial Circuit, State of Georgia. | have held this position since July 1,
2004, and the Office and employees began to perform the jobs of the Circuit Public
Defender on January 1, 2005. | am over the age of 21 and am qualified to give
testimony as a witness having done so on numerous previous occasions where | was
qualified by the Court to testify both as an expert witness and as a witness to the
facts or transactions.

2,

| file this affidavit in support of a Motion To Recuse The Honorable George M.
Rountree, Judge of the Juvenile Court of Glynn County, Georgia, from acting as the
fact-finder and presiding over the above-styled contempt action against affiant and
Sherri Jefferson, employee of the Affiant.

3.

I have known Judge George M. Rountree and have had a collegial and genuine
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personal relationship with him for thirty plus years. Judge Rountree and | have
litigated against each other in major cases and have played tennis together and
socialized as well.. There was a time in the long distant past when Judge Rountree
and | seriously discussed various possibilities of forming a partnership for the practice
of law. For all of these reasons | have at all times in the past felt like | ought to be
able to talk to Judge Rountree, privately and candidly, about problems and frustrations
with the Court and our office and be able to resolve these problems.

4.

| have come to understand that it is not possible to resolve problems with our
office and the Juvenile Court of Glynn County (hereinafter Juvenile Court) where it
comes to Miss Sherri Jefferson of our office. | have actual personal knowledge from
which | state that Judge George M. Rountree has a very strong and intense dislike of
Miss Jefferson, personally and professionally, and that he is absolutel determined to
run her off from his Court no matter how much it demands of him to do so.

5.

This situation began almost immdediately with the beginning of our office. On
or about February, 2005, | was informed that Judge Rountree needed to speak with
me about Ms. Jefferson and | met with him in his office. Judge Rountree was
insensed at the behavior of Ms. Jefferson in two hearings and in the latest of them
stated that he came very close to holding her in summary contempt but wanted to
finish the hearing and did not. He described her behavior both to him and to the
parties in the matters as outrageous and improper. | expressed concern and shock.
Judge Rountree requested of me that | pull Ms. Jefferson from his Court and stated
strongly that he did not ever want her back in his Court. Since | was not present in
the Juvenile Court for any of the matters being addressed by the Court and since |
was very concerned that an important attorney in my office might well be acting in
such a manner, | asked if | could review the records of these hearings and the Court
obliged and specified the tape recordings for me to listen to. | pulled Ms. Jefferson
from acting in Juvenile Court of Glynn County only and | began to cover the Juvenile
hearings which | continued to do until late in March, 2006. During this time, when
time permitted, | went and listened to these tapes covering several days of
proceedings. This process was difficult as | had to do this in the Juvenile Court and
at times when | was not interfering with the use of the Courtroom. It took two weeks
to finish the tapes which | listened to and took notes on. At the conclusion of my
review process, | was personally realized that Judge Rountree’s reaction to Ms.
Jefferson was utterly and completely without any merit. Because there was not one
scintilla of speech or conduct in these proceedings that was anything other than
effective advocacy always tempered by complete deference to the Court’s authority,
| was confused as to why this charade had been presented to me by Judge Rountree
and | could and do come to no conclusion other than that Judge Rountree simply did
not like Ms. Jefferson personally or could not abide having a true and effective
advocate in His Court. | knew from this point on that there would be no smooth
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sailing with Juvenile Court of Glynn County. | returned to meet with Judge Rountree
and advised him, pointedly, that | had reviewed the tapes and record and found
absolutely nothing improper in any manner with Ms. Jefferson’s performance and
decorum and informed him that Ms. Jefferson would return to his Court to cover
Juvenile matters. | went to Court for a several hearings with Ms. Jefferson so that
she could see my approach and to protect her from the Court after which she
continued in covering the Court alone.

6.

Since that odd and inexplicable beginning, the relationship of Ms. Jefferson with
Judge Rountree has been a constant nightmare of dogged, plodding, detailed, attacks
by the Court on Ms. Jefferson and, often, on my judgment. These have been
responded to in writing and in meetings between me and Judge Rountree. During
these meetings, Judge Rountree has spoken of Ms. Jefferson in derogatory terms
including references in derogatory terms as to her extrajudicial statements and
behavior. Judge Rountree has been keeping a file on Ms. Jefferson since the very
early stages of our office’s existence. | have seen it often and it is kept in his desk
drawer or close proximity because each time we talk about procedures or Ms.
Jefferson Judge Rountree will produce this stack of papers and pull a document or
two from them and insist on talking about them. | have often urged Judge Rountree
to please let’s not dwell on the past and let’s find a way to improve the situation and
the procedural problems that both the Court and our office experiences in the constant
short-notice world of Glynn County Juvenile Court. He will persist with the Jefferson
files or some letter but will refent and talk thoroughly about the issue at hand when
we are through.

7.

In a previous matter, Judge Rountree cited Sherri Jefferson for contempt in two
separate Citations. In one of these, he cited Ms. Jefferson in contempt for failing to
appear in Juvenile Court after having been told to do so on a case. In order to
document his correctness, Judge Rountree attached an Exhibit "D" to his Citation
which is attache hereto and marked for this affidavit as "Exhibit A." The actual
document was patently aitered in fact and truth from the document attached hereto
and marked as "Exhibit B." Judge Rountree either removed his Court officers
acknowledgment of correctness or directed it's being done and signed and approved
the Citation for Contempt. The Judge presiding at said Contempt hearing was shown
"Exhibit A" to this affidavit as evidence introduced and compared same to the "Exhibit
D" attached by Judge Rountree to the Citation. Obviously disturbed by this evidence,
the hearing Judge called Phillip Corbett to the stand to testify as the Court Officer of
the Juvenile Court on this matter. Mr. Corbett confirmed that "Exhibit B" to this
affidavit was the true document and that he wrote his response on the bottom of the
fax as shown on "Exhibit B." He further acknowledged that this was before the
hearing and that he would conclude that Ms. Jeffersan understood she was cleared
in not attending. The hearing Judge in that Contempt Citation did not grant the
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Contempt on this Citation for the reasons stated herein. These actions by Judge
Rountree would clearly evidence actual prejudice or bias on the part of the Judge in
that matter that he would go to that extent in supporting his position and desire to
hold Ms. Jefferson in contempt for failing to appear.

8.

On Monday April 17, 20086, | met with Judge Rountree at my request in his
office after his statements to Ms. Jefferson on April 13, 2006, stating that she might
be considered in contempt for her late arrival on Thursday the 13th of April, 2006.
I explained in very careful detail to Judge Rountree why Ms. Jefferson was the only
person in our office who could not be held in contempt for that day. [ advised the
Judge of the absolute defense of Ms. Jefferson that she had called our office from the
Magistrate Court at 12:38 a. m. and advised administrative personal that she would
be running late finishing the felony preliminary hearings in Glynn Magistrate Court and
she was given clear assurance that another named lawyer would cover the hearings
until she was finished in Magistrate Court. | explained who and how this assurance
given Ms. Jefferson turned out to be false to her shock and dismay. | advised the
Court of the people who might be blamed for this betrayal of Ms. Jefferson and clearly
demonstrated my point that she could not share any blame. This conversation and
meeting was on April 17, 2006. | had very thorough discussions with Judge Rountree
and the meeting ended with personal sharing and genuine emotions. | was certain
that the matter was resolved and that there would be nothing further from the
coverage issue as to these hearings. On May 2, 2006, | was served personally with
contempt and Sherri Jefferson was served personally with contempt as to the
Thursday, April 13, 2006, late arrival. Obviously the Court does not credit anything
that | told the Court or the Court is filing this Citation of Contempt simply for the
purpose of harrassing the alleged Contemnors. In either view, the prejudice and bias
of the Honorable George M. Rountree hearing the factual defense which he has
already denied or ignored is patent and overwhelming.

9.

Judge Rountree has made the statement in my presence and in my hearing that
he thinks Ms. Jefferson is "crazy.”

10.

Attached hereto and marked as "Exhibit C" is a letter from Honorable George
Rountree to Grayson Lane. Attached and marked as "Exhibit D" is a copy of my
response. The relations with Juvenile Court have been marked by such exchanges in
writing and personally. Months after this exchange, | learned from Michael Mears,
Director of the Georgia Public Defender Standards Council tha he had been contacted
by an official in Atlanta who was the "top dog” in the Georgia Juvenile affairs or Court
affairs. Mike related in detail this persons concerns about what Judge Rountree was
expressing in his letter {which the Court had sent such person a copy of his letter to
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me) and also expressed serious concerns over this matter. | asked Mr. Mears if this
official had sent to Mike my letter of response, "Exhibit D." Mr. Mears indicated no
and asked that | fax a copy to him. | did this and Mr. Mears called me back shortly
after such and related that he had faxed my letter of response to this Juvenile official
and advised him that he (Mr. Mears) stood firmly by the sentiments and response in
my letter. Mr. Mears further advised that this Juvenile official in Atlanta did not
respond further after reading my response which he assured Mr. Mears that Judge
Rountree had not furnished to him. Judge Rountree had been long in receipt of my
response at the time and had intentionally not sent same to the man in Atlanta.

11.

Judge Rountree has attached and exhibited to the Citations for Contempt his
letter to Grayson Lane dated January 5, 2006. This letter was also in response to my
private fax to the Court by Grayson Lane a few days after the meeting. See "Exhibit
E" attached hereto. Grayson Lane never got a response his private and personai fax
to the Juvenile Court. Instead, Grayson Lane got the letter which the Court has
attached dated January 5, 2006, copied to the Council for Juvenile Court Judges and
to Chief Judge, Superior Courts, James R. Tuten, Jr. Undersigned attaches hereto
and marks as "Exhibit F" one of the partial drafts of a response which undersigned
never sent to Judge Rountree because he did not want to lower himself to the game
of writing letters to pad the file against the Circuit Defender or against Miss Jefferson.

12,

Honorable Judge Rountree knows full well that the only limitating factor in the
length of this affidavit as to bias against me, this office, and Ms. Jefferson is the time
required to recount it all.

FURTHER, AFFIANT SAIETH NAUGHTA [\
ot O~ g

= Grayson P. Lane C \)

Sworn to and subscribed before me
on this 8th day of May, 2006.

A\
Dedad v sy,
Notary Plblic

Notary Public, Glynn County, Gmﬁrﬁéa
¢ : isSi Jan, 10, 20
My commission Expires: Wy Commission Expires Jan, 10,
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Donita and Pl Corbitt-

PHil, confirming my conversation with you, I ¢id not file a notice of appearance on this
child for this case. The court said in a letter that such was 2 reguircment.. The famnily did
not qualify for servicss. Ihave not iniervievred this child ¥ advised ihe couri of the
same, yestenday. T caunot represent children that heve neither qualified for services nor
been interviewed for acovracy of substanitiating the claim. Ves, we have ropreseated in
the past, but your office has made it clezr that 2 Notice of Appesarsnte most be filed in
order 16 represent clients in your court. One was not filed besanse we do not represent
this child, Ifihe suidelines have changed, please state so in writing.

This 4™ dey of October 2005

)

Sherr

v

————

EXHIBIT
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Donrca ancP‘ : Coru

; Phil, co‘rf‘mxrzmv cmva-ssnon wﬁn you. I mdn:r fle a notics of zppoeradce o this
ohitd for this case. Tho cotit 52id in a letter that suct Was a raqu_rcmsn. “The family &id
not c‘dah‘? for sexvices. Theve not lnle"V’.OW¢d hig cb.dn_ Tadvised {nc-eourt of fthe

sevae, yosterdsy, I caamot represent children that heve peither gnaified for services 700
bacr: interviewed for accuracy of wjbs*_"«mhamgxhe sigi, Yes, we kavé repfesented in
the past, but your offict has mzde it clear that & Notice of Appesrance must be fled in
“orderio xepresent cliems in your cotrt, One wasnot filed bécause we do 10t Tepresent
this child. Xf the guidelines have changed, p].ssc siztc 50 In wWridng.

This 4% day of October. ZWﬁ

he c‘h;ld;m -quest_mrn

The" guldehnes ha:Ve not: cha:nged-
Tn l:h:Ls _case the

<
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BRUNSWICK JUDICIAL CIRCUIT DEFENDER
Grayson P. Lane, Circuit Defender
W. Harold Pate Courthouse Annex
1725 Reynolds Street, Second Floor
Brunswick, Georgia 31520
(912)554-7072 s+ Fax (912)267-5618

May 24, 2005

George M. Rountree, Judge
Juvenile Court of Glynn County
W. Harold Pate Courthouse Annex
1725 Reynolds Street

First Floor

Brunswick, Georgia 31520

RE: Letter of May 12, 2005 Addressed to Undersigned Concerning
Miss Sherri Jefferson, Chief of Juvenile Division for Circuit
Public Defender Office, Brunswick Judicial Circuit

Dear Your Honor:

Your letter addresses a muititude of complaints/concerns about Miss Jefferson’s
actions on a number of occasions. Your concerns address matters ranging from
decorum fo violations of confidential records. As you have put such matters in formal
writing, | am compelled to put this response in a formal response. Please, therefore,
forgive the tenor of my letter.

The matters which you discuss deal with several matters as to which your
appropriate power to control are plenary. These | will address first, as such matters are
concluded by your edict.

First, you command that all attorneys enter and exit, exclusively, your Courtroom
by the rear/main door and not the side door. | have personally no recollection of ever
entering the Juvenile Courtroom by any door other than the side door, as have all other
attorneys to my observation. You have now directed otherwise, and | shall inform all of
my staff of the fact of and importance of this rule. | would urge the Court to place a sign
as a reminder, as the strength of habit will be difficult for all attorneys. This is done!

Second, you have indicated that henceforth no attorney will enter the holding cell
to speak with or console a juvenile brought before the Court. You emphasize that any

7 Exkh8r— N
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George M. Rountree, Judge
Juvenile Court of Glynn County
May 24, 2005

Page 2

such activity shall be exclusively upon a request to remove the juvenile from the cell to
the conference room adjacent to the holding cells. Such edict is clearly Your Honor's to -
make and will be meticulously followed. | can only assume that Juvenile/Sheriff's
personne! will determine whether the attorney will be permitted to so visit in the
conference room based on her/his evaluation of the child’s behavior risk. We will abide
by such a non-judicial decision unless Your Honor specifically provides otherwise. This

is done!

Third, Your Honor has expressed a concern about the particular release of
confidential records of juveniles who have appeared before Glynn County Juvenile
Court. Matters of confidentiality of these records are a subject | entirely appreciate and
identify with the concerns of Your Honor. Such confidentiality is set by law and such
law serves a very strong public policy. Your Honor has edicted that release of such
documents shall be only upon the filing of a Entry of Appearance in the case in the
future. This is done! However, the particular records which Miss Jefferson sought and
which Donita Taylor willingly produced were upon a proper representation and legal
basis as to the two juveniles under SB440 prosecution in Superior Court. In the future,
we will file motions for the discovery of all records of juvenile defendants where we
represent them before the Superior Court or where their records (the two other records
Sherri requested) are absolutely crucial for the petition to remove such cases from
Superior Court. The prior records of SB440 juveniles are given specific statutory
relevance for a Petition to remand to Juvenile Court. The prior juvenile records of the
two juveniles was needed as they were indicated by someone as accomplices in the
same act as the two charged juveniles. This was relevant to evaluate why these two
juveniles were not transferred and in a comparative argument for the two who were
transferred. As it is not clear to me whether a Notice of Appearance filed in Superiar
Court on the two transferred would be sufficient for your concems with confidentiality, |
have instructed Miss Jefferson that she will need to file a motion for release of juvenile
records in assistance of juveniles transferred to Superior Court in the future. 1 read the
last page of Your Honor’s letter as requiring that such a motion also be accompanied by
a release from the parents and/or the juvenile for such records.

Turning to the other matters addressed in Your Honor's letter, these require a
different nature of response. | will address these in the same order as Your Honor’s
letter.

Complaint: That Miss Jefferson did “attempt to negotiate a plea bargain directly
with the Court.” .

| am glad to respond to this accusation. The Court need only speak with
Investigator Sheila Jones to learn that it was Mr. Frank Aspinwall who attempted to
negotiate with the Court — in Open Court. Sheila Jones and Sherri Jefferson were both
shocked when he called the case rather than requesting a private conference with the
Court to seek some guidance from the Court. Mr. Aspinwall did the same thing before
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George M. Rountree, Judge
Juvenile Court of Glynn County
May 24, 2005

Page 3

the Honorable Terry Nichols in Glynn Juvenile Court on May 19, 2005, in the case Your
Honor disqualified himseif in. After being called on it by Miss Jefferson who made her
position clear on this record as she did on Your Honor's occasion, Mr. Aspinwall took a
very cheap shot at Miss Jefferson while she was out of the Courtroom. Judge Nichols
didn’t hesitate to interrupt Mr. Aspinwall and advise him that Miss Jefferson was
conferring with her client and that she was asked to do so by the Court. Frank
Aspinwall despises Sherri Jefferson. His reasons are unimportant and the truth of the
statement is in his repeated refusal to even recognize her as being in the Courtroom for
the record. Mr. Aspinwall has finally corrected his highly unprofessional conduct in this
regard, but only because Your Honor has corrected him. He is not happy about the
existence of our new office and is particularly perturbed with_having to deal with Miss
Jefferson. This “shooting match” will continue and there will be times when Miss
Jefferson is blamed readily for Mr. Aspinwall’s tactics. This is regrettable, but seemingly
incurable. Miss Jefferson adamantly denies attempting to involve Your Honor in Open
Court plea discussions and urges Your Honor to call Inv. Sheila Jones before deciding
where the truth lies. | predict that she will advise that Miss Jerfferson, Mr. Aspinwall,
and Ms. Jones agreed that all seek to speak with the Judge privately about Ms. Jones’
lack of conviction about the charges. Ms. Jones and Miss Jefferson were shocked
when contrary to his agreement, Mr. Aspinwall simply went into Court and sounded the
case and began to ask the questions prompting Your Honor’s obvious concerns.

Complaint:  Violation of “Courtroom Security Protocol” or inteference with
Sheriff's Bailiffs in securing a sentenced juvenile defendant.

| wish to advise Your Honor that our personnel will not use that side door any
further, even if we are forced to sit with the door wide open and witness physical
restraint, like Hannibal Lector in “Silence of the Lambs,” being administered to our child
client who just left the Courtroom. We will not step through the door in an absolutely
irresistable human response to insure that actionable excessive force is not being
administered upon our clients.

That being said, as a clear acquiescence to Your Honor's edict in this regard, |
need to respond further. On this occasion, Miss Jefferson came uptairs with excited
tone and tears in her eyes to tell me what had just occurred and to calm herself down. |
went down almost immediately and spoke with Tommy Tasciotti and Harry who both
fully explained to me their violent encounter with the little girl and the reasons therefor. |
quickly evaluated that Miss Jefferson had first caught sight of the actions when they
would have appeared as extraordinary and excessive force, but that she had not seen
what instigated it and necessitated it, so that her reaction in stepping through the door
and asking “Is this necessary?” was the most clearly understandable human response

-that | can imagine. If | had seen what Miss Jefferson saw at that precise moment
without any idea of the instigation, | can assure Your Honor that | would have stepped
through that door and inquired, “Is this necessary?” | would probably have said much
more. Upon speaking with my dear friend, Mr. Tasciotti, and the esteemed gentleman,

gz-d

dge:10 40 ST Jdy



George M. Rountree, Judge
Juvenile Court of Glynn County
May 24, 2005

Page 4

Harry, | learned the full picture and appreciated that as bruta! as this appeared, it was
necessary. Harry advised that as soon as the little girl calmed down some, he removed
the leg irons and chains. As she calmed down some more, he removed the handcuffs
or chains. Satisfied by the response, | so advised Harry and Mr. Tasciotti the limited
appearance of all of this to Miss Jefferson which they confirmed they understood.
Tommy did express to me that he wished that Miss Jefferson would not come out in the
cell/hall area, and | told him | would so advise her as to the future. | did so speak with
Sherri and the side door problem was already solved. It will not happen again.

Suggesting no improper handling by either Mr. Reiley, Harry or Mr. Tasciotti on
this occasion, whatsoever, | have seen other officers both removing juveniles and
bringing juveniles into the Harold Pate Building in the past where | thought the
draconian leg and wrist chaining was outrageous. | have previously shared this with
Your Honor and | recall shedding a tear. Shame on me and Sherri, we will adapt to the
sight of small children shackled beyond any leve! in Superior Court for all but the most
violent felons. | disagree with much of the use of shackling and chains for children
which | have seen! | strongly disagree! But | will not, and no one on our staff will again,
permit themselves to react even to the level of asking if such is necessary. Legal
recourse is for the parents or children if they are wronged. We will live with it and we
will certainly not interfere or intervene for the simple reason that Your Honor has so
directed. | am certain that you and your staff can forgive Miss Jefferson for her humane
response and concern in the matter given that she saw none of the provoking conduct.
The door was open! Sherri could not avoid seeing what she saw when she saw it.
Given what was seen — multiple large men pinning a small girl to the floor and shackling
her with leg irons and handcuffs — Your Honor would be admonishing me had | been
there instead of Miss Jefferson. Under entirely different circumstances in a very
different place, the role of lawyer or mere onlooker could warrant defense of others.
The role of a lawyer in this circumstance, would, in my opinion, given only what was
seen, warrant counsel inquiring whether such force was necessary.

In any event, we are directed not to do so and not to exit the side door.
Accordingly, we will “reign in” any and all urges, regardless of our view of what is

oceurring.

One last comment, if { may. Your Honor states on page 2 of the letter that Miss
Jefferson’s actions were “in direct violation of court security protocol of the Glynn
County Sheriff's Department. . .» [ attach a memo from Denise Kelly, Circuit
Administrator, of our efforts to discover these rules we are to abide by! | personally
quizzed several Deputies in Court at a recent appearance and got answers ranging
from there are no written procedures to there are no procedures for the Harold Pate
Building. This is a matter that | hope you can shed some light on for our office. If there
are specific security procedures for uninvolved persons to avoid involvement, then |
would opine that officers of the Court (like Miss Jefferson and Phillip Corbitt who was in
the middle of the actual activities of the bailiffs/ deputies) are not supposed to be where
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Miss Jefferson and Mr. Corbitt were.
Complaint: “Behavior” in consoling a child sentenced by the Court.

Miss Jefferson advises me that the sentenced child referred to was sobbing and
wailing. She advises that, upon request, she was allowed to enter the holding cell to
speak with this child. The child was seated, slumped against the wall, on the floor
beside the toilet in the cell. Miss Jefferson advises that she aitempted to console the
child, could not, and then sat down next to the child on her eye level and attempted to
console her. She hugged the child and spoke with her, listened to her, and answered
her questions about the sentence of the Court. You report being advised that Miss
Jefferson “laid down on the floor” and held the juvenile. Miss Jefferson denies
adamantly that she ever “laid- down.” Understanding that Your Honor will credit the
detail as Court personnel describe, and that | credit Miss Jefferson, we are left with the
following choices as to the Court’s meaning:

1. Lying down, hugging, and consoling a child/client is inappropriate
“behavior” on the part of counsel representing said child.

2. Sitting down, hugging, and consoling a child/client is inappropriate
“pehavior” on the part of counsel representing said child.

3. Consoling a child/client is inappropriate “behavior” on the part of counsel
representing said child.

As 1o statement numbers 2 and 3, | cannot fathom that Your Honor intends either
of these statements. 1 certainly do not agree with either statement. The State Juvenile
Division Chief for the GPDSC agrees with me fully. As an aside, my “Higher Power,”
Jesus Christ, has commanded as much.

If it is simply the aspect of lying down on the floor to get at the child’s level,
Atlanta and | feel that such posture in consoling would be inappropriate decorum for a
lawyer even under the circumstances. | am certain you feel the same. | have
expressed this distinction to Miss Jefferson and she absolutely agrees as well as
assuring me she did not lay down at any time.

Obviously, Miss Jefferson will not be doing 1, 2 or 3 in the holding cell in the
future. | assure you she will continue to console these children. | am extremely grateful
| found an attorney for this special lawyering task whose natural reaction is to console
these children and who is willing to sit on the concrete floor of the holding cell to get on

. their level.

RESPONSE: Probation Revocation.
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You are correct that O.C.G.A. §15-11-2(6)(B) provides, from necessity, that
violation of probation is an independent delinquent act. Regardless of the view taken as
to these violations of probation, the following is my reason for concern about the
procedures:

1. In the month | was in Juvenile Court, | was never involved in a violation of
probation delinquent act hearing.

2. Ms. Jefferson advises she has never been involved in one for her five
months of employment.

3. | have personally been down to Juvenile Court on two occasions when a
Court Officer responded to some inquiry by telling me, “These are probation revocations
going on and ya’ll are not involved in these.”

4. Robert Skinner was our client at a detention hearing, adjudication hearing,
and a sentencing hearing. His probation was later revoked and we had no notice of it. |
struggle with this concept as a proper waiver choice by Mr. Skinner.

For these reasons | am requesting a conference at some time with Your
Honor and Mr. Corbitt to view the exact waivers being signed and the issue of whether
the waivers are consistent with Supreme Court requirements for guilty pleas and pro se
posture in evidentiary hearings.

Response and Concern: Miss Jefferson’s fax of May 11, 2005 about hearing.

1 have read this paragraph carefully. Who sent something and whether someone
got something is always problematical. What is clear is Your Honor's point that the
actual date of the adjudicatory hearing was announced in Open Court at the conclusion
of the detention hearing. | agree that this is fully sufficient to advise counsel whether a
notice was or was not later received. | apologize for the mistake on Miss Jefferson’s
part in not calendaring this matter and covering the hearing or insuring another attorney
from the office was in attendance. Should this occur in the future, if you would have Ms.
Taylor call our office, we will send a lawyer down to cover any matter before Your Court.

Complaint: Confidential Records.

| have previously addressed our absolute acknowledgement of compliance with
Your Honor’s new edict and procedure in this regard. | also think that these procedures
are clearly needed, and offer a needed record to not only the Court, but also to our
office. Thank you for bringing this very important concern to my attention.

| wish to add the following in defense of what occurred on May 2, 2005. Miss
Jefferson has been received very cordially by Ms. Donita Taylor at all times in recent
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